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To Acqu;re Base 1n Falklandgf

MOSCOW Apnl 15 —-The Soviet Gov-
ernment’s press agency Tass said today
that an American proposal for joint ad-
ministration of the Falkland Islands by

.Argentina, Britain ‘and the United |~

+ States was a ruse to establish an Ameri-
canfoothold in the South Atlantic.
“According to observers, these pre-
tensions to participating in the adminis-
tration of the islands contradict logic,
since they would add one colonial power
to apother,” Tass said in a' dispatch
from Washirgten that appeared in
Pravda,meCommumst Partydaily.

. . Thedispatch followed other commen-
" tarjes that have presented the Ameri-
can mediating effort as a smokescreen
» for promoting both Britain’s efforts to
. re-establish its *‘colonial®’ position in
. the-islands and American military in.
i terests in the region. Pravda described
i Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig
Jr. earlier in the week asa "messenger
for British neocolomahsts »oo

" The weekly . theratumaya Gazeta
placed his diplomacy in the context of a
. purported American bid to establish a
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mxhtary bloc in the Southem Heml-
sphere, linking the United States with
South Africa and various nght-wmg
Scuth American governments. .
“Among the goals being pursued by
the American Administration, there is
mention of the idea of using the Falk-
land Islands in the future as a military
base belongmg to the United States and
enabling it to control the passage from
the Atlantic to the Pamfic Ocean,” the
newspapersaid. © -

The Soviet press has played up re-
portsthat the United States hasbeen as-
sisting the British ﬂeet headmg tor the
Falkland Islands. -

Tass said today that the Umted
States contention that it was an “even-

was providing Brifain with intelligence
information about the ATgéritife armed
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ing fuel at the United Sfatesbase on As-
cension Island for use by the British

force. The basé is 1éased from Britain,
and the agreement prrmd% for Bntxsh
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